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I am an independent television producer and one who is interested
in creating "Core" children's programming to fulfill the
definition of "Educational and Informational programming"
suggested by the CTA. I am pleased that the FCC, in MM Docket
No. 93-48 dated March 2, 1993, in the matter of Policies and
Rules Concerning Television Programs, is finally coming to
grips with the realities of producing quality television
programming for children.

In Footnote 11 you acknowledge the possibility that program
suppliers may not yet have made available significant amounts of
standard length programming expressly directed to the educational
and informational needs of children because the obligation to air
it and the demand generated by that obligation are relati~l~' ~,O

recent developments. r~
r .....": ~""i-'

To the extent that this "supply shortage" explains the :8:\~W
growth to date of "Core" children's programming by bro~ast~,

we seek specific comment on whether the supply of such1tCore~

programming will resolve itself as long as broadcasters(C:lea~

understand and express the i r chi ldren' s programming need~~ =: ron
~'';' c..o 0

As a producer, I have contacted several of the Network affil~tes
and have met great resistance to developing an educational
television show for children. Most programmers are concerned
about CTA, but don't feel they must act because the FCC has left
so many loopholes open for them.

By your own admission, you dropped enforcement by allowing
stations not to log their CTA shows. This is a bad idea because,
human nature being what it is, a programmer will likely falsify
statements to the FCC because they have no reason to be called
upon to publish proof of compliance.

You feel the public should monitor this. Most people are not
even aware of the CTA, and assume that Public Broadcasting is
where the children's educational programming is to be found. You
cannot logically ask the public to do your job for you,
especially when the general public doesn't even know the job
exists! The public pays you to enforce TV station legislation.
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I believe your definition of CTA should state:
"All Broadcast stations must provide 4 hours of
children's educational television per week. One hour
of this must be locally produced and/or produced
within an owner group of stations."

The FCC would create a supply of CTA programs by tightening its
regulations and defining a station's right to renew based upon a
point system.

Here is a suggested example. It would take 900,000 documented
points to hit a required CTA level ~ year.

Original PSA for children
Airing original PSA (each time)

creating 5 minute vignettes
Airing vignettes

Creating original 30 minute CTA shows
(13 week series)
Airing 30 minute shows

Outside produced Network CTA shows
Airing

With a Point System, you would:

1. Create more children's educational programming.

2. Define a fair system.

3. Get compliance.

Pts.
40 per

5 per

1100 per
50 per

20000 per
5000 per

10000 per
5000 per

4. Open up new opportunities for children's performers.

Definition of CTA should be limited to "subjects of education and
information." This would encourage the production of "theme
shows" or vignettes based upon approved subjects. The definition
would be broad enough to allow for creative development of these
themes and subjects using a variety of media methods.

Examples of educational topics and themes:

1. History
2. Geography (US and World)
3. Math
4. Science
5. Language (English and foreign)
6. Travel
7. Computers
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8. Business
9. Local events/community interest
10. Local community social studies
11. Social issues (problems, possible solutions)

I believe the FCC should freeze cartoons out of the CTA standard
for a period of three years. Cartoons should be considered as
merely entertainment in light of CTA standards, and not be
allowed to count as points toward fulfilling eTA requirements and
license renewal.

This would cause new shows to be created, expanding the area of
live children's talent, education and original locally generated
shows.

standards could be relaxed once the industry is established and
CTA is part of the television community normal programming.

It is in your hands. CTA can be a great new industry or you can
kill it by leaving too many loopholes open.

I would like to comment that producers should be allowed to
"pitch" videos, cassette tapes, appearances of the TV star, etc.,
in their shows. This is an additional source of revenue to help
finance the production of these shows.

Thank ou for your time,Sincetb#-
Daniel R. Porter
Producer

P.S. To date, no broadcast station I have contacted with
affiliates from ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox TV have public documents
listing their CTA shows. This is proof the FCC must take action
to insure compliance.
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